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CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 0908 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRN SY TC 

SUBJ: SYRIAN ARAB AIRLINES ACQUISITION DECISION 

REF: STATE 144821 
BEIRUT 7720 

1. WHEN I SAW SHAIKH ZAYID JULY 9 I HAD OPPORTUNITY TO 
PUT IN PLUG FOR SALE OF US CIVIL AIRCRAFT TO SYRIA. HIS 
REACTION WAS SOMEWHAT DISCONCERTING. PUZZLED EXPRESSION 
CAME ON HIS FACE AND HE SAID, "AM I PAYING FOR THOSE?". I 
SAID THAT WAS MY IMPRESSION, AND I THOUGHT I HAD BETTER 
REMIND HIM THAT SUM INVOLVED WAS ON ORDER OF $40-50 MILLION. 

AMOUNT DID NOT REPEAT NOT SEEM TO FAZE HIM; HE SAID GENIALLY THAT HE 

WAS PAYING FOR SO MUCH THESE DAYS IT WAS HARD TO KEEP TRACK 

OF IT ALL. HE THEN LISTENED CAREFULLY TO MY COMMENTS ABOUT 

ADVANTAGES OF US-MADE AIRLINERS FOR SYRIA. I STRESSED 

PROVED SUPERIORITY OF US IN THIS FIELD AND SAID THAT SINCE 

RULER WOULD OBVIOUSLY WISH TO SEE HIS MONEY WELL SPENT 

HE MIGHT WISH TO REGISTER PREFERENCE FOR US AIRCRAFT 

WITH PRESIDENT ASAD. I SAID SALE OF US AIRCRAFT WOULD 

ALSO ASSIST BROADER POLITICAL OBJECTIVE WHICH I BELIEVED 

WE SHARED OF REWEAVING TIES BETWEEN US AND SYRIA. ZAYID 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ABU DH 00908 110636Z 

RESPONDED WARMLY TO THIS THEME (SEPTEL) BUT MADE NO PROMISES 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

WITH RESPECT TO INTERVENTION WITH SYRIANS ON AIRCRAFT DEAL. 

2. I ALSO HAD OCCASION TO MENTION SUBJECT WITH ABU DHABI 
MIN PUBLIC WORKS SHAIKH HAMDAN SEVERAL DAYS AGO. HAMDAN IS 
CAMPAIGNING FOR SALE OF BOEINGS TO GULF AVIATION AND ALSO 
POSSIBLY TO UAE AIRLINES IF DECISION IS MADE TO GO AHEAD 
WITH LATTER. ALTHOUGH BOEING APPARENTLY NOT REPEAT NOT 
IN COMPETITION IN SYRIAN SALE, HAMDAN IS PERSUADED OF 
SUPERIORITY OF US AIRCRAFT GENERALLY. 

STERNER 
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